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Data for Good

• A movement gaining 
momentum to use data to 
mobilize a change in 
society 

• DataKind à connecting
high-impact organizations 
with data scientists to use 
data science in the service 
of humanity.



Seeing the evidence is key 

• Data visualization is a key element of the 
movement

"The data for good movement is about harnessing 
the power of data visualizations, data analytics and 
[augmented intelligence] for social change by using 
data to create new insights and outcomes for a 
better world.” 

-Neviana Zhgaba, Oracle Developer Tools User 
Group



A non-profit submits a request 
and the organization begins to 
gather materials (goals, data) 

and notifies volunteers.

Volunteers get to work 
visualizing the data!

The non-profit reviews all the 
submissions and selects 

visualizations for their campaign J













What is a food desert?

• An area in the United States with limited access 
to affordable and nutritious food, particularly 
such an area composed of predominantly 
lower-income neighborhoods and communities



Scope 

• Approximately 23.5 million people live in food 
deserts. Nearly half of them are also low-
income.

• Of all households in the United States, 2.3 
million, or 2.2%, live more than a mile from a 
supermarket and do not have access to a 
vehicle



Impact on health

• Non-availability of fresh 
food may worsen obesity, 
diabetes, and other diet-
related health conditions

• Association between 
presence of supermarkets 
to lower obesity rates, and 
convenience stores to 
higher rates



Let’s hear from you!

Thoughts Feelings

Importance Knowledge



Example: Rural Iowa

Text Vs. Graphic

• Almost half did not consume adequate amounts of 
fresh fruits

• Nearly two-thirds did not consume adequate 
amounts of vegetables

• More than one-third lacked adequate dairy in their 
diet

• More than one-fourth lacked the recommended 
levels of protein in their diet



Across USA: demographics 



USA: Urban areas



Interactive map 

• https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-
products/food-access-research-
atlas/go-to-the-atlas/

https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/food-access-research-atlas/go-to-the-atlas/


Solutions

• Support independent local gardening bed initiatives

• Encourage residents to maintain and sustain community 
gardens

• Encourage education of residents in preparing healthy foods

• Develop meals-on-wheels programs to transport healthy 
foods to those with reduced mobility

• Encourage smaller more local convenience stores to carry 
some healthier food options



Let’s hear from you!

Thoughts Feelings

Importance Knowledge



Thank you!


